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134,290 
# of registered internally displaced children 
(Ministry of Social Policy, 16 February 2015)  

 

1,042,066 
# of registered internally displaced people 
(Ministry of Social Policy, 16 February 2015) 
 

5 million 
# of affected people 
(OCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview, February 2015) 
 

1.7 million 
approx. # of affected children 
(UNICEF Humanitarian Action for Children 2015) 
 

3.2 million 
# of people targeted for humanitarian aid 
(OCHA, Strategic Response Plan, February 2015) 
 

63 children  
# of child casualties since March 2014 
(WHO, 19 February 2015) 
 

169 children  
# of children wounded since March 2014 
(WHO, 19 February 2015) 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Highlights 
 

  

 Recent insecurity triggered additional movement 
of people with 1,042,066 people now internally 
displaced in Ukraine, of whom 134,290 are 
children (Source: Ministry of Social Policy).  

 

 A ceasefire agreement was reached in Minsk on 
12 February to halt the spike of violence that 
flared up in eastern Ukraine over the past few 
weeks, causing multiple civilian casualties, 
including children.   
 

 The Strategic Response Plan (SRP) for Ukraine is 
currently being revised by the Humanitarian 
Country Team (HCT), following the deterioration 
of the humanitarian situation in the country.    
 

 On 19 February, the UNICEF, UNHCR and WHO 
organized humanitarian convoy reached Donetsk 
city providing life-saving supplies to an estimated 
13,000 people in dire needs including 5,000 
children. 
 

 As of 16 February, the Ministry of Education and 
Science (MoES) reported that the number of IDP 
children registered in schools and kindergartens 
is increasing in Donetsk, Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk 
and Kyiv regions. 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
A ceasefire agreement was reached in Minsk on 12 February to halt the spike of violence that flared up in eastern 
Ukraine over the past few weeks, causing multiple civilian casualties, including children.  Amid fierce fighting over 
the preceding days the ceasefire came into effect on 15 February, to be followed by the eventual withdrawal of 
heavy weapons. The ceasefire agreement stresses the importance of securing access, delivery, storage and 
distribution of humanitarian assistance to vulnerable people. The ceasefire remains fragile. On 16 February, United 
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon expressed serious concern at reports of continued instances of hostilities 
in some locations, including the town of Debaltseve and repeated his call for all parties to abide by the ceasefire 
without exception.  
 
As of 16 February, the government reported 1,042,066 registered internally displaced people (IDPs) across the 
country, of which 134,290 are children. As of 19 February, according to WHO, 63 children have been killed and 169 
children have been wounded in the conflict area of eastern Ukraine since the crisis began. On 12 and 13 February, 
child casualties were reported in Artemivsk, Horlivka and Kramatorsk amid shelling. Eleven people were killed and 
26 wounded, including five children, in rocket strikes on the town of Kramatorsk on 10 February. As of 15 February, 
according to OSCE field monitors, five people, including three children, were killed in non-government-controlled 
areas of Donetsk; while in Luhansk non-government-controlled areas three casualties were reported amid heavy 
fighting.  
 

Heavy shelling over last three weeks, with daily multiple civilian 
casualties, made it increasingly difficult to deliver essential and 
life-saving humanitarian assistance to the affected population.  
 
Between 28 January and 13 February, according to the State 
Emergency Services (SES), a total 8,959 people including 2,012 
children and 268 people with disabilities were evacuated 
from Donetsk and Luhansk regions. In Slovyansk, partners 
reported that over 3,200 people arrived, mostly from 
Debaltseve area, with 100 to 200 people reported at the local 
train station on a daily basis between 29 January and 13 
February. Other locations with high numbers of IDPs are 
Artemivsk and Svyatohirsk.  
 
Several educational and medical institutions in non-

government-controlled areas were damaged during the reporting period. In Kramatorsk on 10 February, a 
kindergarten suffered damage amid shelling. According to the OSCE, the Head of the Department of Education for 
Donetsk oblast reported that of 1,093 schools in the oblast, 601 are currently in government-controlled territory. 
Out of 111 technical schools in the oblast, 56 remain in the government-held territory. After a recent decision of 
Ukrainian Cabinet of Ministers, 14 universities remain open in the government-held territory.  An OSCE report 
highlights that at present there are no official contacts and cooperation between educational centres on 
government-controlled and non-government territories. According to the statistics provided by the Department 
of Education for Donetsk, 24,000 pupils have left non-government areas of Donetsk oblast. 
 
On 13 February, the acting Dean of the National University of Donetsk established long distance studies to protect 
students from shelling. The university originally had 9,000 students, of which 1,000 were relocated to Vinnitsa in 
the government-controlled territory following the onset of the hostilities. Approximately 7,000 students were still 
reported to be studying in Donetsk while the remaining 1,000 students have been relocated to other universities.  
 
During the reporting period, damage to the Siverskyi Donetsk-Donbass water canal, one of the main water suppliers 
in Amvrosiivskyi, Yasynovatskyi, Shakhtarskyi and Volnovaskyi rayons, caused that all the settlements along the 
front line had no access to drinking water. Following several repair attempts, amidst mortar attacks, Voda Donbassa 
Company reported as of 18 February, that 100,000 people from the towns of Vyhledar, Volnovakha, Novotritske, 
Debaltseve and Vuhlehirsk and the surrounded areas face continuous problems with accessing the clean drinking 
water.  The water supply in Avdiivka has not yet been restored, due to the lack of electricity however the State 

Children's Clinic 14, Donetsk. Damaged by 
shrapnel on 14 February. 
 [Credit:UNICEF Ukraine/2015/ I. Shtukarin] 
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Emergency Service of Ukraine provide local population with safe drinking water. Reportedly three boreholes were 
drilled locally in Volnovakha for supplying boiler houses.  

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
 
The Humanitarian Country Team is revising the Ukraine Strategic Response Plan (SRP) following the deterioration 
of the humanitarian situation, highlighting that 5 million 
people have now been affected by the hostilities, and 3.2 
million are in need of humanitarian assistance. UNICEF took 
the lead in reviewing the WASH and Education Clusters and 
the Child-Protection Sub-Cluster in order to reflect the 
increased number of IDP children requiring humanitarian 
assistance and the growing need for assessment and 
renovation of the damaged education facilities, in both the 
government-controlled and non-government-controlled 
areas. Within the cluster system in Ukraine a Nutrition Sub-
Cluster has been established under the Health Cluster with 
UNICEF leadership.  
 
On 19 February UNICEF, UNHCR and WHO organized a 
humanitarian convoy reaching the town of Donetsk with 62 
tons of life-saving supplies for 13,000 people, including 
5,000 children. Amongst the children reached by the 
assistance are children with disabilities; those living with their families in bomb shelters, children in institutions and 
children living with HIV. Delivered supplies provided by UNICEF include 250 adult hygiene kits, 250 baby hygiene 
kits, 148 family hygiene kits, 227 early childhood development kits and 20 tons of bottled water. 
 

Summary of Programme Response   
 

Education 

As of 16 February, the Ministry of Education and Science (MoES) reported that 76,219 IDP children were registered 
in schools and kindergartens mainly in Donetsk, Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk regions and Kyiv. This represents an 
increase of over 4,500 children in 10 days (71,632 children were reported as registered on 6 February), which can 
be explained with the improvement of data collection from Luhansk oblast. Regarding the number of IDP children 
enrolled in schools and kindergartens in Donetks and Luhansk government-controlled areas, 10,600 IDP children 
were reported registered in Donetsk oblast schools, and 2,600 in kindergartens; whereas Luhansk oblast authorities 
reported 3,500 IDP children are registered in schools, and 3,600 in kindergartens.  
 

Due to the ceasefire, all 154 schools in Donetsk resumed their 
activities on 17 February after being closed for the past two 
weeks amidst heavy shelling. Nine kindergartens and 17 
schools are reportedly without heating with an average 
temperature below zero degrees outside. Some schools in 
Yasinovataya, Horlivka and all the villages near the 
demarcation line continue on long-distance education 
activities and are in need of education supplies. 
 
As part of the convoy to Donetsk, UNICEF delivered 227 
education kits for 2,227 school-aged children in the conflict 
zone in non-government-controlled areas. 
 
UNICEF and Save the Children distributed as of 11 February 

2,000 back-to-school kits for IDP children (grades 1-4) in Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhzhia and implemented a 
psychological first aid training course for school psychologists from 24 schools. UNICEF partner La Strada NGO 

UNICEF, UNHCR and WHO joint humanitarian 
convoy to Donetsk. [Credit: UNICEF Ukraine, R. Rzehak) 

 

A girl evacuated from Debaltseve to Kramatorsk 
received UNICEF education supplies which include 
books and toys. [Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/2015/P. Zmey] 
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supported a training programme for 1,356 teachers from 288 schools in Donbas on referral mechanisms, 
humanitarian assistance and information sharing platforms for IDPs and children affected by the crisis. As of 10 
February, 4,011 children have been trained on stress coping techniques. 
 
A round table meeting of the key stakeholders with the Parliamentarian Committee on Education was held the past 
week to further discuss graduation exams and independent testing for graduates from violence-affected areas. The 
group of experts drafted step-by-step instructions for children, parents and teachers, open for further discussion 
during the reporting period. Further to this, the MoES published a list of the schools where pupils from conflict-
affected zone can register for external studies. As of 15 February, MoES with the support of national experts, 
developed decree #132 to clarify the situation with graduation campaigns and independent testing. The latter 
extended a timeframe for online registration, simplified the whole procedure, and envisaged additional sessions in 
summer. 
 
WASH 
 
As of 9 February, UNICEF supplied 15,150 litres of drinking 
water to 3,200 people, including 2,000 children, in the city of 
Volnovakha. With the support of UNICEF’s implementing 
partner ADRA Ukraine, 16 locations including schools and 
kindergartens were reached.  
 
UNICEF, Save the Children and a Ukrainian NGO MAMA 86, 
reached over 10,000 children with hygiene promotion 
messages through information materials disseminated in 
schools during the hygiene lessons, and through various 
activities such as community meetings, visits to collective 
centres, house-to-house visits in Luhansk, Kharkiv, 
Zaporizhya and Dnepropetrovsk oblasts.  
 
On 9 February, UNICEF and Ukrainian Frontiers NGO started 
the third distribution of 655 hygiene kits (240 adult hygiene 
kits, 263 baby hygiene kits, and 152 family package hygiene 
kits) to 2,200 people, including 800 children. Completed on 20 February, the distribution reached the most affected 
people in Sviatohirsk, Kramatorsk, Kostiantynivka, Druzhkivka and Slovyansk. 
 
Child Protection 

From 3 to 17 February, the child hotline run by La Strada and supported by UNICEF, received a total of 1,486 calls. 
Of those 59 per cent were from girls and 41 per cent from boys. Most of the calls were concerning legal advice and 
requests for psychosocial support. All callers received counselling, support and referral when needed.  
 
During the reporting period, trained psychologists in Donetsk and Luhansk provided the following psychosocial 
services: 36 individual counselling sessions for children and their families; 106 group counselling sessions 
for children and their families, reaching a total of 1,628 persons. Trained psychologists from Donetsk and Luhansk 
oblasts provided 10 outreach sessions for teachers, reaching 141 persons and provided mentoring sessions to 20 
already trained psychologists.  
 
Health and Nutrition 
 
To date, UNICEF has delivered 90 emergency midwifery kits and 130 emergency health kits which provides 
medical assistance to over 130,000 patients and 4,500 deliveries within the country. The health supplies have 
been provided to the Ministry of Health (MoH) and distributed in Donetska, Luhanska, Dnipropetrovska, 
Zaporizka, and Kharkivska oblasts.  
 

 

UNICEF staff unload hygiene supplies at Kyiv central 
station for newly arrived IDPs [Credit: UNICEF 

Ukraine/2015/P. Zmey] 
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External Communication 
 
UNICEF Ukraine continues to advocate on needs of children affected by the crisis in Ukraine through international 
and local media as well as social media. During the reported period, UNICEF staff gave interviews and details on the 
situation for children to French TV Télé, Swedish weekly Arbetaren, German newspaper Thuringer Algemeine, and 
the European Parliament TV.  
 
On 19 February, a UN press release on the joint UNICEF, UNHCR and WHO humanitarian Convoy was issued in 
Ukraine.  On 10 February the twitter account of the UNICEF Representative in Ukraine, Giovanna 
Barberis (@GiovannaUNICEF) was launched to provide first-hand information on the UNICEF response in the 
country and the situation of children affected by the crisis. A story on the needs of displaced families and children 
in Kramatorsk was published on the UNICEFConnect Global Blog. 
 

Funding and Planning 
 
In order to respond to the most urgent humanitarian needs in Ukraine a total of US$2 million has been allocated 
from the UNICEF Emergency Programme Fund to the Country office in Ukraine. The funds will be used for priority 
interventions in the sectors of WASH, child protection and nutrition as well as to boost the UNICEF field presence 
in Kharkiv, Dniepropetrovsk, Donetsk and Luhansk regions.  
 
As part of the Strategic Response Plan, UNICEF has appealed for US$32.45 million to provide emergency relief 
assistance to children affected by the conflict in eastern Ukraine and with the review of the SRP for Ukraine the 
funding requirements are likely to increase.  
 
To date, just over US$10 million has been received or pledged, representing 31 per cent against the appealed 
amount. The committed funds have already been spent, illustrating the urgent need for additional funds to 
enable continued support to the affected children. UNICEF is grateful to all of its donors for their generous 
contributions. The table below provides a detailed overview by sector.  
 
 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 29/01/2015 for a period of 12 months 

Appeal Sector 

 
Requirements 

 
Funds received* 

Funding gap 

  $ % 

Education 14, 400,000 2, 465,862 11, 934,138 83 

Child Protection 1, 300,000 1, 050,120 249,880 19 

Health & Nutrition 4, 650,000 4, 550,387 99,613 2 

WASH 9, 600,000 1, 567,913 8, 032,087 84 

Sector Coordination, 
Field Support 

2, 500,000 532,388 1, 967,612 79 

Total 32,450,000 10, 166,670 22, 283,330 69 
 

 
 
Next Sit Rep: 06/03/2015 
 

UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: http://www.unicef.org.ua Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine Twitter:  @unicef_ua 

 
 

 
Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Giovanna Barberis 
Representative 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +(380-44) 5210125, 254 2439 
Email: gbarberis@unicef.org  

Veronika Vashchenko 
Communication Officer 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +( 380-44) 5210125, 254 2439 
Email: vvashchenko@unicef.org  

https://twitter.com/giovannaunicef
http://blogs.unicef.org/2015/02/12/ukraine-displaced-children-in-danger/
http://www.unicef.org.ua/
http://www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine
https://twitter.com/unicef_ua
mailto:gbarberis@unicef.org
mailto:vvashchenko@unicef.org

